Purpose of philosophy
From the readings, I see philosophy as a source of freedom. Philosophy gives us knowledge that frees our minds from customs, beliefs, and religion. It does so by establishing the truth for certain answers to certain fundamental questions. Philosophy can suggest many possibilities which broaden our thoughts and free them from the chains of custom. Thus, philosophy provokes us to think beyond what we know and increases our knowledge of certain things. We do not just accept things the way they are because we found them or have been established by customs and religion. Rather, we can criticize them and get the truth.  Through studying philosophy, we enlarge our conception of what is possible and enrich our intellectual imagination. 
Again, philosophy helps us to perceive different things objectively and from different angles. By expanding our minds, we are able to accommodate different ideas and accept new things. We stop living in our closed minds and start seeing things from different perspectives. As such, we can walk away from prejudices, beliefs, and convictions that bind us. With philosophy, we are able to see ordinary things in an unfamiliar light. Without the knowledge from philosophy, our minds are imprisoned and limited.  Like Russel states, philosophy removes arrogant dogmatism and liberates our sense of wonder. To liberate ourselves, we must walk away from the prison of our private world. 
